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G961 Community Playthings Dream Coracle -
Supplemental Product Guide

This Supplemental Product Guide must be read together with the Dream Coracle Product
Guide.

1. Purpose of this Document

The Dream Coracle is a floor bed for babies 6-20 months old. This Supplemental Product
Guide explains how the Dream Coracle has been tested and risk assessed using Safety Stand-
ards. It also addresses Department for Education (DfE) communications in summer 2026
regarding sleep products and evaluates the Dream Coracle against Safer Sleep guidance.

2. Product Classification & Intended Use

The Dream Coracle is not a Moses basket, carrycot, or bedside sleeper. It is a purpose-built,
floor-level sleep product designed specifically for older babies in a supervised, early years
setting.

o Recommended age range: 6 to 20 months.

o Developmental stage: Intended only for babies who can lift their heads up and raise them-
selves on their arms and hands unaided.
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3. Safer Sleep Guidelines

In April 2026 the DfE collaborated with the Lullaby Trust to publish the Safer Sleep guidance.
Community Playthings welcomes this guidance as part of the important effort to reduce the risk
of death for young children. The Dream Coracle design meets and exceeds these guidelines:

 Firm, flat mattress: The Dream Coracle is supplied with a firm, flat mattress, avoiding the
risks associated with soft sleeping surfaces.

« Waterproof cover: The mattress is fully waterproof and wipeable, preventing the build-up
of bacteria and other pathogens, ensuring a hygienic sleep environment.

o Personal sleep space: The Dream Coracle is sized to provide a separate sleep space for one
child.

+ Breathable environment: The low-profile design allows for good airflow.
« Visibility: low sides allow clear, unobstructed visibility for staff monitoring the room.

o Cleanability: The Dream Coracle is made from solid formed beech and is easy to clean. This
is vital in a childcare environment.

4. Contextualising DfE Recommendations on Floor Beds

On 18 June 2026, the DfE advised the early years sector against using floor beds for babies
under 12 months, citing the 2015 death of baby Grace Roseman. In this tragic case, a 7-week
old baby was unsupervised at home in a “bedside sleeper” and became stuck with her head over
the partially-lowered side which led to suffocation. The DfE said their recommendation against
using floor beds under 12 months was based on this suffocation risk.

Community Playthings reviewed the DfE’s communication and the facts surrounding this case
with experts who were involved in reviewing the 2015 incident and concluded the following:

o Product differences: The “bedside sleeper” was a raised crib used beside an adult bed,
designed to be used in the home for babies under six months of age who have not developed
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abilities such as rolling over independently or pushing themselves up on their hands and
knees. In this case the sleeper was tilted and the partially-lowered side left a narrow, hard
edge approximately 7cm high which caused positional asphyxiation. The Dream Coracle
bears no similarities to a bedside sleeper. It is a standalone floor-bed for older, mobile babies
which sits flat on the floor, and the lowest edge at the foot is less than 5cm topped with a
wide smooth wooden edge. The Dream Coracle is also only for use by children who have
developed the head/neck control and physical mobility to adjust their own sleeping posi-
tions safely and are therefore not at risk of positional asphyxia in a Dream Coracle.

» Supervision: Lack of supervision is a common factor in the unexpected injury to or death
of young babies. The Dream Coracle is provided for use in early years settings where
constant supervision is required.

« History of use: Since 2012 when Community Playthings first introduced the Dream
Coracle, they have been used in over 3000 early years settings without a single reported
safety incident across the full recommended age range.

5. Other Benefits of the Dream Coracle

The Dream Coracle was designed to provide a safe, space-efficient sleeping solution for older,
mobile babies which respects their increasing independence. Early years providers say that the
benefits of using these floor beds include:

« Child independence: Respecting babies’ developing agency, it empowers crawling or
walking infants to safely enter and exit their own sleep space under supervision. As children
grow, they can access the Dream Coracle independently when they are tired and ready for a
nap.

« Secure, cosy space: The higher edge provides a feeling of security which creates an inviting
sleep space, shielded from other activities in the room.

o Child-level staff engagement: Instead of leaning over high cot sides, a caregiver can sit by
the child to sing to or comfort them.

o Reduced staff back injuries: Traditional elevated cots present a risk of musculoskeletal
injuries to staff who must repetitively lift children aged 6-12 months over and down into a
cot. The floor-level design of the Coracle eliminates this lifting which becomes more prob-
lematic as babies grow and become increasingly mobile.

« Space saving: Dream Coracles take less space than cots and can be stacked away to provide
more play space outside nap times.

o No risk of falls: Because the Dream Coracle is placed on the floor and has low sides, it elim-

inates the risk of falls from height that exists with traditional cots when children become
able to climb out of them.
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« No adjustments needed: Unlike traditional cots which must be adjusted as babies grow, the
Dream Coracle is a simple product without moving parts that remains safe as babies turn
into toddlers.
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6. Note on British Safety Standards and Floor Beds

The DfE and the Lullaby Trust advise purchasers to check whether products meet the British
Safety Standards and they provide a list of standards which apply to cots, travel cots, carry cots,
moses baskets, and mattresses used in these products.

Standards are voluntary and the ultimate test of a product’s safety is if it meets the General
Product Safety Regulations, having been designed and tested for safety by the manufacturer.

British Standards (BS) and European Standards (EN) provide highly technical, specific

safety frameworks for specific product types, for instance EN 1130 applies to “..cribs with

a maximum internal length of crib base of 900 mm which are intended to provide sleeping
accommodation for infants, until they are able to sit unaided or pull or push themselves up on
their hands and knees.” Copies of the standards are not freely available but must be purchased,
so purchasers generally rely on manufacturers’ statements that the standards are met.

There are many products, such as floor beds for babies, for which there isn’t a specific standard
written. In this case, manufacturers will have a testing house review the product and decide
which parts of other standards apply and then devise a set of tests for the product to evaluate
its safety for its intended use. These tests go beyond the standards to review any identified risks
based on industry experience. Risks reviewed include entrapment, falls, SIDS, product failure,
injury through moving parts, material toxicity, and mattress firmness.

7. Testing Declaration

The Dream Coracle has been extensively tested to meet British Standards and European Stand-
ards by reputable testing houses. These include TUV SUD, TUV Rheinland and FIRA. These
testing houses have verified that the Dream Coracle is safe for its intended use for mobile babies
between 6-20 months. Contact your Community Plaything Account Manager if you would like
copies of the test certificates or risk assessment.
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